Living with Faith & Cancer Bible Study
Strength through Weakness                                          1/28/2026
I. Opening Prayer
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion:
a. A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
b. The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
c. Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.

Anchor Verse – 2 Corinthians 12:9 (NLT) -  “My grace is all you need.  My power works best in weakness”
II. The setting – The Apostle Paul during challenge
· 2 Corinthians 12:9 is often quoted but without context. The apostle Paul had gone through many tribulations and in chapter 11 of 2 Corinthians, he detailed his prison stays, the 5 times he had received 39 lashes, 3 times he was beaten with rods, three times shipwrecked, once stoned and left for dead, etc..   Through all of this, Paul never mentioned a “thorn in his side”  - an ailment of undisclosed nature – until chapter 12:
· 8“Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away.  9 Each time He said, “my grace is all you need.  My power works best in weakness.”  So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses and hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
· This becomes the anchor for our study — God’s grace is not merely comforting; it is empowering.  Also important, it is during our weakest moments when our actions can be the most impactful to those around us – those loving us through the pain and illness and those who will one day face their own trials & tribulations.  We can become the examples for how a Christ follower handles such adversity.

III. Scripture consistently teaches that:
i. Human weakness is not a liability in God’s kingdom
ii. God’s strength is most visible when our strength runs out
iii. Grace is not just pardon — it is power
iv. Dependence on God is the pathway to spiritual maturity

IV.       Supporting Scriptures
A. God Strengthens the Weak
· Isaiah 40:29–31 — God renews the strength of those who wait on Him.
· Psalm 73:26 — “My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart.”
· Philippians 4:13 — Strength comes through Christ, not from ourselves.

B. Weakness as a Place of Encounter
· 2 Corinthians 12:10 — Paul embraces weakness because it reveals Christ’s power.
· Judges 6:14–16 — God calls Gideon “mighty warrior” while he feels inadequate.
· Exodus 4:10–12 — God uses Moses despite his speech limitations.

C. Grace as Empowerment
· Titus 2:11–12 — Grace teaches and transforms.
· Hebrews 4:16 — We approach the throne of grace for help in time of need.
· 1 Corinthians 15:10 — Paul says God’s grace “worked” in him.

D. God’s Power Over Human Ability
· 1 Corinthians 2:5 — Faith rests on God’s power, not human wisdom.

IV. Closing  Blessing :
“Lord, teach me to embrace my weakness as the place where Your strength is revealed. Let Your grace empower me to live beyond my own ability.”

V. Prayer
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