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Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion:
a. A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
b. The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
c. Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.

I. Anchor Verse:  Matthew 5:7 - “Blessed are They which are merciful; for they shall obtain mercy”
II.  Beatitude Progression
a. The first four beatitudes in the Sermon are focused on our spiritual relationship with God:
· Those who are poor in spirit understand and believe that they are spiritual beggars
· They mourn their sins and seek God’s forgiveness.
· By meekly submitting to God, they will inherit the earth, and
· Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness (for themselves and others) will be filled
· These 4 are what we need to do for ourselves to better commune with Him
b. The next three are focused on what we need to be and do for the sake of others. 
· Be Merciful, Pure in Heart and Peacemakers
· These three are perhaps best summarized in Matthew 7:12 “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”
III. Biblical examples of merciful - Mercy is one of Scripture’s most poignant themes — and the Bible gives us vivid, story‑shaped portraits of what mercy looks like in real life:
· The story of Joseph (Genesis 40- 50) Joseph had every earthly right to retaliate — his brothers sold him into slavery. Instead, he wept, embraced them, and provided for them during famine, interpreting their evil through God’s redemptive lens.
· David – Spares King Saul (1 Sam 24) - Saul hunted David unjustly. Twice David had the chance to kill him; twice he refused, saying he would not stretch out his hand against the Lord’s anointed. Mercy restrained vengeance: Shows kindness to Mephibosheth (2 Sam 9) - David sought out Jonathan’s disabled son, Mephibosheth, not to eliminate a rival heir but to give him land, protection, and a seat at the king’s table — pure covenant mercy
· God shows mercy to Nineveh (Jonah 3) Nineveh was wicked, violent, and hostile to Israel. Yet when they repented, God relented from destroying them. This is mercy toward enemies — a theme Jesus later echoes.
· The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) A Samaritan — from a despised group — stops to help a wounded Jewish man when religious leaders pass by. He bandages wounds, pays expenses, and promises follow‑up care. Jesus calls this the model of mercy
· Jesus and the Woman Caught in Adultery (John 8:1–11) The crowd wanted condemnation; Jesus offered dignity, protection, and a new beginning: “Neither do I condemn you. Go and sin no more.”
IV. Four questions to answer about mercy:
1. How does a heart become merciful? Or where does mercy come from?
· Mercy comes from mercy. Our mercy to each other comes from God’s mercy to us.”
· Christianity is first a coming to Christ – an inflowing of the living water (as discussed in the first 4 beatitudes); second, it is a reaching out toward others – an outflowing that is to be shared in love, mercy and compassion with others.
· So, the answer to the first question is that mercy comes from a heart that has first felt its spiritual bankruptcy.
· If we want o become merciful people, it is imperative that we cultivate a view of God and ourselves that helps us to say with all our heart that every joy and virtue and distress of our lives is owing to the free and undeserved mercy of God.
2. What is mercy?  What is a merciful person like?
· Mercy cares for the needs of others.
· In biblical times, both Greek and Roman cultures did NOT value emotion of any kind for another person.  Mercy was not considered a virtue.
· Mercy today is still largely missing among us.  Retribution and vengeance rule men’s heart
· But Mercy Matters – God desires us to be focused on it – Jesus tells us “…I desire mercy, not sacrifice.  For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
· 4 Dimensions of what a merciful person is like as exhibited by the Good Samaritan.  Mercy:
i. Sees distress (verse 33)
ii. Respond internally with a heart of compassion or pity (verse 34)
iii. Responds externally with a practical effort to relieve the distress (verse 35)
iv. Acts even when the distressed person is an enemy
3. Should a merciful person always show mercy? Can a Christian be a prosecuting attorney?
· Can a Christian be consistently merciful and yet be a parent who spanks a child for disobedience instead of turning the other cheek to the child’s insolence?
· Can a Christian be consistently merciful and yet be an employer who pays good wages for excellent work, but fires employees who do substandard work?
· Can a Christian be consistently merciful and yet be a legislator who enacts laws that give stiff penalties for drunk driving and child abuse?
· To be merciful is to reflect God’s compassion, yet to uphold justice is to reflect His holiness — and Scripture never asks us to choose between the two.
4. If salvation comes by grace through faith and not by works, why does Jesus say that only the merciful will receive mercy on the day of judgment?
· Because mercy that must be earned is no longer mercy — it becomes a wage. Jesus teaches that showing mercy is the evidence of a heart transformed by grace, not the price we pay to obtain it
God will examine how we lived out the mercy He blesses in Matthew 5:7 — how we trusted Him as our divine Physician, how both earthly medicine and the Spirit’s therapy shaped us, and how willingly we allowed Him to heal the unmerciful places in our hearts so that we might receive the mercy He promises.
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