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Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion:
a. A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
b. The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
c. Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.

Anchor Verse Matthew 5:3 NIV - “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven”  
I. Blessed are the poor in spirit… 
a. Blessed – means Happy, to be envied, and spiritually prosperous – with life-joy and satisfaction in God’s favor and salvation, regardless of outward conditions 
b. Happy is the right synonym to use if you want to apply modern English to the beatitudes.  Each beatitude begins with the word “blessed” or “happy 
A French philosopher once said that “the whole world is on a mad quest for security and happiness”  - but are people looking for them in the right places?  This has been the challenge of mankind since creation.  Isaiah was referring to this search when he spoke to Israel 680 years before Jesus led His sermon on the mount with “Blessed are the poor in spirit”:
Isaiah 55:1-2 – “Come, all who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?  Listen to me, and eat what is good.”
II. Two types of happiness:
1. The happiness we have when times are good and trouble is at bay – This happiness is totally based on circumstances
2. The other type of happiness is a lasting inner joy and peace which survives in any circumstances.  This comes from God when our spirit is connected to His!
a. There are two parts to every human:
· The physical – arms, legs, eyes, heart, etc.  Meant for good, but the parts that also get us into trouble and separate us from God
· Spiritual – Where the characteristics of personality, intelligence, conscience, and memory come from.  The human soul or spirit longs for peace, contentment and happiness – but this can only happen when the soul is connected to it’s creator.

III. The true meaning of spiritual poverty has Four Parts
1. To be Poor in Spirit, we must be aware of our poverty – The poor in spirit do not measure the worth of life in earthly possessions, which fade away, but in terms of eternal realities, which endure forever.  Those who are poor in spirit recognize their sinfulness – but are ready to confess and renounce them.
a. Luke 12:16-21 – The parable of a rich man who produced a big crop and thought he would tear down his barns, build bigger ones and take it easy  - “eat, drink and be merry.”  Then God told him that his life would end that very night and get what he had prepared for himself in the afterlife instead of on earth.  He was “rich for himself but not toward God.”
b. Romans 3:23 – we must confess our sins for “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”
2. To be poor in spirit, we must receive the riches that Christ has provided by his death and resurrection. God requires something of us -  we must confess our spiritual poverty, renounce our sins and turn by faith to His Son, Jesus Christ!
3.   If we are to be poor in spirit, we must be conscious of our dependence on God as prescribed throughout the bible:
	Bible Verse
	God Rewards our Dependence 

	John 1:12-13
	“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God – children born not of natural descent, nor or human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” 

	Ephesians 1: 5-6
	“He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will”

	Galatians 3:26
	“For ye are all the children of God through faith in Jesus Christ”

	Psalm 103:13
	“As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him”

	Matthew 6: 31, 33
	“so do not worry saying ‘what shall we eat? Or ‘what shall we drink? Or ‘what shall we wear?’”  “Seek first His kingdom and His  righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

	1 Peter 5:7
	“Do not let your heart be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in me”

	Hebrews 4:16
	“Let us approach the thrown of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need”

	Matthew 7:7
	“Ask and it shall be given you…”



4.   If we are to be Poor in Spirit, we must willingly deny ourselves that we might better serve Christ
a. Society teaches us to be independent, self-reliant and “you do you.”
b. Suicides, drug and alcohol abuse and violent crimes are all up – maybe we need less independence and more dependence on God!
Psalm 34:17-18 - “The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles.  The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit!”
Scripture teaches that “poor in spirit” refers to those who know they cannot rely on themselves and instead depend fully on God. This is spiritual humility, not weakness.  Cancer strips away illusions of self‑sufficiency as we often feel physically, emotionally, and spiritually depleted. Jesus says this posture is not a curse — it is the doorway to blessing.  Our need does not disqualify us — it positions us to receive the kingdom.
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