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…Always be ready to give the reason for your hope…	8/5/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion every week:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – 1 Peter 3:15 NIV “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect”   

For Christian believers, the first response is to honor Christ as Lord in our hearts. If we do not revere Christ as Lord, we are, in His view, not Christians.  Our focus in this study is on the second sentence of the verse – being prepared to give an answer for WHY we hope and HOW we structure that answer – particularly when delivering it to non-believers.  Not all of us have the kind of remarkable memory we see in Charlie Kirk and others online, who can readily quote Scripture to defend biblical truths and principles.  But we each have a testimony for what God has done in our lives and how our walk with cancer has brought us closer to a Father that loves us and calls us His own.   There are also biblical clues for how to answer the question of  How and why.  Peter isn’t imagining a debate stage—he’s imagining ordinary Christians living under pressure, whose hope makes people curious

1. “In your hearts revere Christ as Lord ” - This is the foundation of witness – witness begins with worship, not argument.  To honor Christ  as holy means:
· Christ is set apart as ultimate authority
· Christ is treasured above fear, reputation or comfort
· Christ is the source of hope – not our circumstances
If we are to give hope to others, they must sense that hope is already engrained in our own hearts and that our surrender to Christ is the reason.  According to St Augustine “You are the message.  Your life must speak before your lips do”  We should be the pictures of Christ outwardly.
2. “Always be prepared to give an answer” -  addresses the readiness of being a witness for Christ.  Witness requires intentional formation, readiness, and authenticity.  Key context points:
· “Prepared” implies intentional formation – knowing your hope, not just feeling it
· “Give an answer” means a thoughtful explanation, not a defensiveness – “it is better than hell where you are headed” is not a way to win hearts toward Christ or inspire hope.  
· Peter assumes that people will ask us because our lives as Christians provoke curiosity.  
· J.I. Packer says: “Evangelism is not imposing anything on anyone; it is simply sharing the truth that has transformed us.”  Preparation is not about technique—it’s about knowing the hope that changed you.
· A.W. Tozer writes:  “The world is waiting to hear an authentic voice—a voice from God, not an echo of the culture.”  Preparation involves cultivating authenticity rather than mimicry.
3. “…To give an answer to everyone who asks you the reason for the hope that you have” –being a witness centers on hope that provokes curiosity.  The focus is hope, not moral superiority or intellectual victory
· Hope is rooted in:  Christ’s resurrection, His reign, His return and His presence in suffering
· Dietrich Bonhoeffer:  “Your life as a Christian should make non-believers question their disbelief in God.”  Hope lived visibly invites questions from those who see it.
· Os Guinness:  “Evangelism is not a sales pitch; it is the free offering of a priceless gift.”  The “reason for our hope” is a gift we explain, not a product we push.
4. “But do this with gentleness and respect” – Gentleness reflects Christ’s own posture (Matt 11:29). 
· “Respect” means 
· Awareness of God’s presence
· Humility towards those you are talking to
· Recognizing the sacredness of the moment and the mission you are on
· John Stott:  “We are to be God’s microphone, not His loudspeaker. We amplify His voice, not ours.”  Gentleness keeps the focus on Christ rather than on our own forcefulness.
· Francis Schaeffer:  “Christianity must be shown to be livable.”  Gentleness is part of the lived truth that validates our message.  This sets the tone: vindication is God’s work, not ours.
5. Putting 1 Peter 3:15 into practice – there are multiple ways to prepare an answer why you hope in the Lord:
a. The Personal Testimony – people connect with stories more than with arguments
· “Honestly, my faith has changed me.  I have seen God meet me in ways that I can’t explain any other way.”
· “I’ve experienced God’s love in my life, especially in hard seasons.  That’s why I believe”
· “My hope comes from Christ.  He has carried me through things I couldn’t carry alone.”
b. The Hope-Centered Answer (Perfect for 1 Peter 3:15) – Focus on reasons for hope vs. winning a debate
· “I’m a believer because Jesus gives me hope that doesn’t depend on circumstances”
· “My faith gives me a foundation – something steady in a life that is chaotic” 
· “I believe because Christ’s resurrection gives me real hope – not just optimism”
c. The Gentle, Relational answer – Ideal when someone is curious but cautious
· “I believe because I found God to be both loving and present in my life.  I don’t expect everyone to see it the same way, but that has been my experience.”
· “My faith shapes how I see the world and how I treat other people”
· “My faith has become the most meaningful relationship in my life!”
d. The Honest Simple Answer (when caught off guard) – short, sincere and non-defensive
· “I’ve come to trust God – it is as simple as that!”
· “It is who I am now – faith has shaped me and I’m thrilled with the result.”
· “I’ve seen too much of God’s goodness to ignore or walk away from it.”
e. The Scripture-Grounded Answer (when appropriate) – using scripture as grace, not ammunition
· “I believe because God loved us enough to send Christ – John 3:16 has always been real to me.”
· “I believe because scripture has proven trustworthy in my life”
f. The Grace-Focused answer – keeps the conversation focused on God’s kindness and character
· “I’m a believer because God met me with grace, not judgement (Ephesians 2:8-9)
· Faith isn’t about me being perfect, it is about God being full of grace and forgiveness
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