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The Son saves what was lost… 	8/26/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion every week:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – Luke 19:10 NIV “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”   

Background:  Jesus specifically called out Zacchaeus the tax collector who had climbed a sycamore tree to view Jesus as He journeyed to Jerusalem for His fulfillment of God’s plan for the redemption of man.  Jesus looked up when he reached the tree and said “Zacchaeus, come down immediately.  I must stay at your house today.”    The crowd marveled that Jesus was going to stay with a sinner, but Zacchaeus immediately vowed to give half his wealth to the poor and repay anyone he had cheated four times what he had taken from them.  Jesus replied, “Today salvation has come to this house.  For this man too is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of May came to seek and to save what was lost.”  Our chief takeaway from this exchange:  Jesus does not wait for the lost to find Him – rather, He seeks us out with intentional, pursuing, rescuing love!

1. Examining the words used in the verse – 
a. “Son of Man” - Jesus’ favorite self-designation.  He refers to himself this way 85 times throughout the New Testament (81 of them in the 4 Gospels).  He uses this phrase because:
· It echoes Daniel 7:13-14 “…there before my eyes was one like the Son of Man… 14… He was given authority, glory and sovereign power;” 
· The phrase emphasizes His humanity (he understands us) and His divine mission (He rescues us). 
· Jesus chooses a title that emphasizes his full identification with us - He is not distant, untouchable, or abstract — He is the One who knows hunger, fatigue, grief, rejection, and suffering
· This makes His seeking and saving deeply personal: He rescues us from within our humanity, not from above it.
b. “Seek” (Greek: zēteō) - Means to pursue, search out, look for with intention
· Not passive – Not accidental – implies effort, initiative and desire.  Jesus was/is actively looking for the lost
c. 	“Save” (Greek: zēteō) – means to rescue from danger
· Deliver from sin’s power and consequences
· Restore to wholeness and relationship with God
d. “Lost” (Greek: apollymi) – To be “lost” in the Bible means to be separated from God, unable to find the way back, in danger of destruction, and desperately in need of rescue — yet deeply valued by the One who seeks
· Isaiah 53:6 — “We all like sheep have gone astray.”
· Ephesians 2:12 — “Without hope and without God in the world.”
· Lost means valued enough to be sought

2. The theological meanings of Luke 19:10
a. Jesus’ mission is pursuing – with love
· He didn’t wait for Zacchaeus to clean up his life.  Jesus goes to him while he is still lost
· Jesus teaches of His desire to pursue the lost:
· Lost Sheep – the shepherd leaves the 99 to pursue the one in danger
· Lost coin – the woman searches diligently until she finds what is precious to her 
· The Prodigal son – the father runs to meet the returning son, showing God’s eager pursuit
· The woman at the well – Jesus crosses cultural, ethic and moral boundaries to pursue the spiritually thirsty
· Jesus’ calling of Levi (Matthew) the tax collector – Jesus pursues those that society say are “too far gone”
· The woman caught in adultery – Jesus pursues the shamed and the vulnerable
· Peter after his denial – Jesus pursues even His followers when they fail
Jesus pursues the lost by going where they are, crossing barriers, initiating relationship, restoring dignity, confronting darkness, and offering salvation—even to the very end of life.
b. Salvation is both rescue and restoration
· Zacchaeus isn’t just forgiven, he becomes a transformed person
· Acceptance of Jesus as Lord gives makes the same transformation available to all
c. No one is beyond Jesus’ reach
· Tax collectors, sinners, “outsiders” – Jesus seeks those that others avoid
· He knows our design, our wiring, our personality, our wounds, our story — because He formed us
d. Salvation is personal
· Jesus calls Zacchaeus by name
· He knows the lost intimately.  His knowledge of each of us is complete, intentional, and rooted in His divine nature
· John 2:25 – “He did not need man’s testimony about a man, for He knew what was in a man”
· John 16:30 – The disciples testify that Jesus “Knows all things”
· Salvation is not a transaction, not a system, not a formula, not a group membership — it is a personal rescue by a personal Savior who knows us, seeks us, calls us, and saves us individually
· Revelation 2:23 – “I am he who searches hearts and minds” – Jesus does not save the version of us that others see, he saves the real  you:
· The hidden you
· The hurting you
· The ashamed you
· The confused you
The parts you don’t understand about yourself – He saves the person below the surface!



2

