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I have been crucified with Christ… 	8/19/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion every week:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – Galatians 2:20 NIV “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer life, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”   

This statement by the Apostle Paul sets the stage for one of the most radical beliefs of Christianity – that our identity is no longer rooted in self but in Christ.  Paul isn’t teaching this to new believers in Galatians chapter 2 – but to the Apostle Peter who was with Christ throughout His ministry and was arguably the most influential disciple in the bible.  The “rock upon” which Jesus would build His church after His resurrection and ascension.    
Peter had, in Paul’s mind, been withdrawing from the teachings of Christ by withdrawing from Gentile believers in favor of circumcised Jews.   Paul “opposed him to his face” for this practice – he argued correctly that all are justified by faith – not by Old Testament law, rituals or genealogy.  Paul was following Christ’s own admonishment in Luke 17:3 that “if your brother commits a sin, rebuke him.”  Holding brothers accountable is a repeated theme throughout the New Testament (2 Thessalonians 3:15, Galatians 6:1-2, Hebrews 3:12-13, James 5:19-20 and Colossians 3:16).


1. The Issue that Paul was addressing – What makes someone truly righteous?!  Paul’s answer was not the law, performance or heritage, just our union with Christ.  So Galatians 2:20 is both a personal testimony and a theological declaration.  

2. What Key Phrases contained in Galatians 2:20:  
a. “I have been crucified with Christ
· Past tense – completed action
· Paul is saying: My old self — the self that tried to earn righteousness — died
· This is union with Christ in His death – Romans 6:6 “For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin”
b. It is no longer I who live:
· Not annihilation of personality, but transformation of identity.  
· The ego that lived for self-justification is gone.  
c. But Christ lives in me:.
· Present tense, ongoing reality
· Christ is not merely with us — He is in us
· This is the heart of Christian sanctification (7/8/26 handout): Christ’s life animates ours.
d. I live by faith in the Son of God:
· Faith is not a one-time act; it’s the daily operating system
· Faith means dependence, trust, surrender.
e. “…who loved me and gave Himself for me”
· The emotional center of the verse - Christ’s indwelling is rooted in love.
· Paul personalizes it: me — not just humanity in general

3. Putting Galatians 2:20 into daily practice
a. For those of us facing illness or weakness
· Our identity is not defined by your diagnosis or present condition
· Christ living in you means His strength is present even when yours is gone
b. For those facing shame or regret
· The “old self” is truly crucified.
· We don’t have to carry the weight of who we used to be.
c. For those feeling spiritually exhausted
· Christ does not ask us to live for Him in our own strength.
· “He lives in me” — the pressure shifts from our performance to dependence on Him
d. For those grieving or afraid
· Christ’s indwelling presence means we are never alone
· His life in you is steady even when your emotions are not

4. The next verse, Galatians 2:21, reminds us why this work matters: “I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, then Christ died for nothing.” 
· Accountability is never about pushing someone back toward law, performance, or self‑righteousness. 
· It is about gently guiding one another back to grace — back to the truth that Christ’s death was not in vain, and that our identity is rooted in His finished work, not our ability to get everything right. 
· When we call a brother or sister back from wandering, we are not enforcing rules; we are protecting the preciousness of grace in their life.

5. Accountability becomes an act of love that keeps us from drifting into self‑reliance and gently re-centers us on the One who loved us and gave Himself for us. In this way:
·  Galatians 2:20–21 becomes not only a declaration of our identity, but a pattern for our community — a people who guard grace, restore gently, and live by faith in the Son of God.
Hebrews 3:12-13 – “See to it brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.  13 But encourage one another so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness”  
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