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…He who refreshes others will himself be refreshed 	8/12/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion every week:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – Proverbs 11:25 NIV “A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed”   

The wisdom of King Soloman (Proverbs chapters 10-29) provide a guidebook for life.  In the introduction to Proverbs (1:1-7), Proverbs was written to give “prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the young and to make the wise even wiser.”  The fact that there are 31 Proverb chapters is a hint for us to read  and study them daily.  Choosing the way of wisdom is the most common theme in Proverbs and verse 11:25 supports that theme.  Scripture teaches that generosity flows from God’s own character, strengthens community, and opens the giver to God’s ongoing provision; throughout the Bible, God blesses those who bless others, showing that generosity is both an act of obedience and a pathway to spiritual flourishing.  

generosity means not just a financial transaction but includes a spiritual posture that aligns us with God’s character. For those walking through suffering, this verse presents generosity as sharing in God’s life rather than trying to prove ourselves.

1. What is happening in Proverbs 11 – Soloman contrasts righteousness vs. wickedness, integrity vs. deceit, generosity vs. greed.  Verse 25 sits in a cluster of sayings about community flourishing.  The meaning of this verse is emphasized in the messages of the New Testament as well:
·  “Whoever sows generously will also reap generously”  (2 Corinthians 9:6)
· “Give and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you” Luke 6:37
· The Hebrew word for “generous” (berakah) is related to blessing – meaning a person who blesses others
· “Prosper” (dāshen) means to be enriched, made fat, refreshed, strengthened — not merely financially, but spiritually and emotionally
This verse is about soul prosperity – not just material gain
2. What generosity is and is not:
a. “Generosity REFLECTS God’s heart
· God is the ultimate giver — life, breath, mercy, salvation. When we give, we mirror His character
· Refreshing others creates spiritual reciprocity.  This is not karma. It’s the biblical truth that God replenishes what we pour out
b. Generosity is NOT:  
· Limited to money.  Scriptures about generosity includes time, encouragement, presence, prayer, hospitality, emotional availability, wisdom and compassion.  
· This means that even though  we might not have financial resources to give – there are other ways we can and should.  
c. Generosity is also NOT something owed or that needs to be repaid.
· Scripture assumes that some people will be receivers, not givers – and God protects them
· Throughout the Old Testament, God commands His people to care for those who cannot give back:
· The poor (Deut 15:7–11)
· The widow (Deut 14:29)
· The orphan (Ps 68:5)
· The stranger/foreigner (Lev 19:10)
· The sick and weak (Ezek 34:16)
These groups are recipients of generosity by design. God never demands that they “give back.” Instead, He insists that His people give to them freely, joyfully, and without expectation.  Being a receiver is not a spiritual failure; it is a condition that God sees, honors, and provides for
· Scripture teaches that giving and receiving are both spiritual acts
· Paul says in Philippians 4:17 – that generosity blesses the giver – and two verses later in 4:19 says that It is He that provides for the needs of His children.  
· The bible warns against refusing generosity.  Proverbs 3:27 says, “Do not withhold good when it is in your power to act.” But the inverse is also true: Do not refuse good when God is trying to give it to you.  Pride can block the very provision God intends. Receiving is part of humility.
d. But the  bible warns against exploiting generosity.  Several passages speak about taking without gratitude, receiving without responsibility or using other’s kindness for selfish gain.
· Proverbs 20:4 — Laziness that expects provision - “A sluggard does not plow in season; so at harvest time he looks but finds nothing.”  This describes someone who refuses to contribute but still expects to benefit.
· Proverbs 21:25-26 – Consuming without giving – “The craving of a sluggard will be the death of him… all day long he craves for more.”  The person that always wants more – but never gives.
· 2 Thessalonians 10-12 – Paul sets boundaries – “If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.”  Paul is addressing people who could work but refused, choosing instead to live off the generosity of others.  This is not about the disabled, sick, or suffering — it’s about willful exploitation.  Jesus gave freely — but He was never exploited:
· Walked away from crowds (Mark 1:35–38)
· Refused certain requests (Luke 12:13–14)
· Confronted manipulative motives (John 6:26)
· Did not entrust Himself to everyone (John 2:24–25)
“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”.  2 Corinthians 9:7
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