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Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion every week:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – 1 Cor 6:11 NIV “…But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the spirit of our God.” 

I. Spiritual growth cannot be rushed – it is a journey that requires our patient, daily cooperation with God.  While it is true that we become sanctified, meaning “holy” in Latin, the minute we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, this is referred to as “positional sanctification. (1 Cor 6:11)”  Progressive Sanctification then needs to follow.  It is the transformational work of becoming more like Christ in daily life (2 Cor 3:18).  Therefore, sanctification is a lifelong process that only ends as we hear the words “well done good and faithful servant” from our Father in Heaven.  Sanctification is not about perfectionism or spiritual performance. It is about God’s faithful, patient work in His children — shaping us into the likeness of Christ through the Spirit.

II. The Sanctification process
a. Begins with God’s initiative – Philippians 1:6 “He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion”
· God starts the work
· God sustains the work
· God finishes the work – all shame is removed and the confidence of our standing installed.
b. In the Old Testament – sanctification initiated by God involved moral purity, ceremonial cleanliness, and distinctiveness from surrounding nations
· The Lord Himself sanctified the seventh day, set aside Levites as priests and established a “holy of holies” in the tabernacle
· Exodus 19:6 – God calls Israel to be “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”
· Leviticus 20:7-8 – “Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the Lord your God” 
c. In the New Testament – sanctification came to mankind by the work of Christ
· Hebrews 10:10 “We have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for all.”
d. Through Christ’ sacrifice, we are sanctified by the Holy Spirit
· 1 Thes 2:13 – “God chose you… to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit”
· Gal 5 16-25 – encourages us to “walk by the Spirit”  and “those who belong to the Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature”
e. Sanctification is an ongoing process that involves our participation.  
· Philippians 2:12-13 – “Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling”  
· The Father has a plan for every person, and it can be summed up in sanctification. 
· Jeremiah 29:11 “I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord.  Plans to prosper…”
· Rom 6:19-22 “Now that you have been set free from sin…. The result is eternal life”
f. Means of Sanctification – both God’s works and our responsibility, sanctification is the process God uses to conform believers to His image.
· Isaiah 64:8 “We are the clay; you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand”
· God uses the bible, His church, His Spirit, prayer and other believers to mold us
1. Scripture – John 17:17 “Sanctify them in your truth; your word is truth”
2. Holy Spirit – Transforms us into the image of Christ (2 Cor 3:18)
3. Prayer – 2 John – the entire chapter is Jesus’ prayer aligning Himself with God’s plan.  In Verse 17, He  says “Sanctify them in the truth, Your word is truth.”
4. Other believers – Prov 27:17 “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.”  
a. Hebrews 10:24-25 – “Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works… encouraging one another”
b. 1 Pet 4:10 – God uses spiritual gifts to sanctify the body:  ““Use whatever gift you have received to serve others.” Every believer’s gift is a sanctifying grace to someone else.
g. Sanctification often happens through suffering.  God uses hardship to refine our character
· Romans 3:3-5 Our unrighteousness contrasted with God’s righteousness
· James 1:2-4 – “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”

III. The goal of Sanctification – is future glorification.  Our ultimate objective is to become Christlike
a. Romans 8:29 – “For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified he also glorified.”
b. 2 Cor 5:17 – “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has come”

At salvation, believers are declared holy through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, sins are washed away and the believer is adopted into God’s family – set apart as a child of God with a sacred purpose.  This means that believers aren’t here to chase after personal gain but are to serve the Lord and bring Him glory!  We do that by dedicating our lives to becoming more Christlike as an example (a light) to the rest of the world.
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