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By your words you will be Justified	7/15/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion every week:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – Matthew 12:37 NASB “For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” 

Jesus is revealing that our speech functions as the public evidence of our inner spiritual reality. Words are not the basis of justification, but the proof of it — the outward fruit that exposes the condition of the heart. In this passage, Jesus confronts the Pharisees because their accusations against Him reveal hearts resistant to God’s truth. Their speech unmasks their unbelief. In contrast, those who belong to Christ speak in ways shaped by grace, truth, and humility, because the Spirit has transformed their hearts. On the day of judgment, words will stand as witnesses — not because they save us, but because they unmistakably display whether we were truly rooted in Christ. Jesus is teaching that justification is demonstrated, not earned, by the kind of speech that flows from a redeemed heart.”

1. Word Study – “Justified”
a. The Greek word dikaioō has two primary meanings in Scripture :
· Declared Righteous – A legal or forensic justification as used in Romans 3:5 “our unrighteousness brings out God’s righteousness more clearly…” God declares sinners righteous through faith in Christ – This is God-initiated and a demonstration of God’s grace!
· Shown to be Righteous – Demonstrated  Righteousness as used in Matthew 12:37 &  James 2:21-24: 
“21Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23And the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness’, and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.” 

These are complimentary verses - A person’s actions or words demonstrate the reality of their faith. In Matthew 12:37, Jesus uses the second meaning. Your words do not create righteousness — they reveal it.  As with sanctification (7/8/26 handout), we are justified by the grace of God.  But, there is a sanctification process that lasts the rest of our lives as we adopt the spirit and character of the one who saved us.  This is similar to the meaning of Matthew 12:37 with regards to Justification – words and deeds matter.

2. Theological meanings .  Jesus is teaching in Matthew 12:33-37.  
a. The mouth speaks from the overflow of the heart (v.34) – good things don’t come from an evil heart
b. Good trees produce good fruit; bad trees produce bad fruit (v. 33)
· Words are fruit – evidence of a “tree’s” nature.  
c. Men will have to give an account for their words on the day of judgement.
d. It is not that words save – but words demonstrate whether we belong to the savior!
3. Supporting Scriptures:  Words as evidence of the heart
a. Luke 6:45 – “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” – words flow from the heart
b. James 3:2-12 – Taming the tongue. James teaches that the tongue, though small, carries disproportionate power to direct the course of a life toward righteousness or ruin. Like a bit in a horse’s mouth or a rudder on a ship, our words steer our relationships, our witness, and our spiritual maturity. Yet the tongue is also dangerously untamable in human strength — capable of blessing God one moment and wounding people made in His image the next. Because speech reveals the true condition of the heart, James urges believers to treat their words with holy seriousness, recognizing that a sanctified tongue is evidence of a sanctified life.
c. Proverbs 10:19-21 – “When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise.  20The tongue of the righteous is choice silver, but the heart of the wicked is of little value.”  The wise and the righteous speak words that nourish and preserve.
d. Ephesians 4:29 – “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”
e. Romans 10:9-10 – That if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in  your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.
f. Together, all of these verses teach us that speech is a spiritual indicator.  
4. Justification and Sanctification in speech
a. Justification – words reveal whether a person is truly justified – revealed by speech
b. Sanctification – Words are transformed as the Spirit sanctifies the heart – expressed through speech
5. Practicing sanctified speech
a. Words to surrender:  
· Harsh, destructive or corruptive speech – Ephesians 4:29 “let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths
· Gossip and slander – Proverbs 16:28 – “A whisperer separates close friends”; James 4:11 – “Do not speak evil against one another”
· Complaining and grumbling – Philippians 2:14 – “Do all things without grumbling or disputing”
· Cynicism, bitterness or resentful speech – Ephesians 4:31 – “Let all bitterness and slander be put away from you”
· Self-exalting or prideful speech – Proverbs 27:2 – “Let another praise you and not  your own mouth
b. Words to cultivate: Blessing, encouragement, truth, gratitude, Scripture‑saturated speech
“Lord, let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight.” (Psalm 19:14)
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