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Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion every week:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – Galations 3:13  Niv “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written:  ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree’.” 
14 “He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the spirit.”

I. Redemption is the fresh start God gives us through Christ – a movement from despair to hope, from sin to a new identity rooted in grace.  “In him we have redemption through his blood” Eph 1:7
II. Jesus did not simply pay a price; he bore the full weight of our brokenness so we could walk in the freedom of God’s love.
III. The cross is God’s declaration that no one is too lost to be made new – redemption means the old is gone and the new has come.  2 Cor 5:17 says “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
IV. Christ’s redeeming love breaks every chain – He lifts the burden of our past and calls us into the freedom of His grace.  
V. At the cross, Jesus became the curse so we could inherit the blessing – He took our place so we could take His.
VI. Redemption means God has not only forgiven us – He has claimed us as His own, calling us by name and restoring us to Himself.
VII. The blood of Christ is a great exchange – our sin for His righteousness
VIII. Redemption is God’s love in action – Christ stepping into our darkness to bring us into His kingdom of light.

1. Key Word Study of Galatians 3:13 
a. Redeemed (Greek: exēgorasen)
· Means to buy back, to purchase out of slavery, or to rescue by paying a price.
· Used in the marketplace for freeing slaves.
· Implies ownership transferred — from bondage to freedom.
b. Curse (Greek: katara)
· A divine judgment or sentence.
· In context: the curse pronounced by the Law on all who fail to keep it perfectly (Deut. 27–28).
· Paul’s point: the curse is not emotional disappointment — it is legal condemnation.
c. “Becoming a curse for us”
· Christ didn’t merely carry a curse.
· He became the cursed one — the representative of condemned humanity.
· This is substitution at its most shocking and beautiful.
2. Theological Framework: What Is Redemption?
a. Redemption assumes bondage
· Humanity is enslaved to:
· Sin (John 8:34)		
· Death (Rom 5:12)	
· The curse of the Law (Gal 3:10)
· Redemption is not self‑help; it is rescue.
b. Redemption requires a price
· In Scripture, redemption always involves blood (Lev. 17:11).
· Christ’s death is the ransom (Mark 10:45).
c. Redemption results in freedom
· Freedom from condemnation (Rom. 8:1)
· Freedom from striving to earn God’s approval
· Freedom to belong to God as His treasured people (1 Pet. 2:9)
d. Redemption transfers ownership
· We are no longer slaves to sin but belong to Christ (1 Cor. 6:19–20).
3. How Christ Became a Curse - Paul quotes Deuteronomy 21:23:
· A person hung on a tree was considered under God’s judgment.
· Crucifixion was the Roman method, but the theological meaning is Jewish:
· Jesus died the death of the condemned.
· He took the place of covenant breakers.
· He bore the wrath we deserved.
4. The Purpose of Redemption (Gal. 3:14) Paul continues:
· “So that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles…”
· Redemption is not only removal of curse but bestowal of blessing.  Blessing includes:
· The Spirit	° Adoption	° Inclusion in God’s family	° The promise of eternal life
Redemption is both negative (curse removed) and positive (blessing given).
5. Application for Today
a. For the weary - You don’t have to earn God’s approval. Christ has already borne the curse.
b. For the guilty - Your past cannot condemn you if Christ has taken your condemnation.
c. For the legalistic heart - Redemption frees you from the treadmill of performance.
d. For the suffering - Christ’s redemption means your suffering is never punishment — the curse has already been dealt with.
e. For the evangelistic heart - Redemption is the story the world is starving for:
· “You don’t have to fix yourself.”
· “You don’t have to pay for your sins.”
· “Someone has already paid the price.”
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