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I have come that they may have life…		6/3/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion every week:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – John 10:10 NIV “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.” 

John 10:10 is a powerful verse because it speaks directly into the contrast cancer patients feel every day: the thief who steals, kills, and destroys… and Jesus who comes to give life, even in suffering.  Cancer often feels like it steals so much — energy, plans, independence, peace, even identity. Jesus’ words in John 10:10 speak directly into that experience. What this verse helps us understand as survivors is that:
· Cancer is not the author of our story
· Loss does not define our life
· Jesus offers a kind of life that suffering cannot erase
· “Fullness of life” is possible even in weakness
This is a study about hope that breathes, not pressure to be positive
1. Theological Insights
a. The Thief steals but Jesus restores
· Cancer steals energy, but Jesus restores peace.
· Cancer steals control, but Jesus restores trust.
· Cancer steals plans, but Jesus restores purpose.
· Cancer steals certainty, but Jesus restores hope.
· Cancer steals strength, but Jesus restores presence.
b. “Life to the full” is not about activity — it’s about depth
· Fullness is not measured by productivity.
· Fullness can be quiet, gentle, and slow.
· Fullness can look like peace in the middle of fear.
· Fullness can be a moment of laughter, a breath of calm, a sense of God near.
· Fullness is something Jesus brings to you, not something you achieve.
c. Jesus gives life that suffering cannot cancel
· Cancer can touch the body, but not the soul.
· Jesus offers life that is deeper than circumstances.
· His life is not fragile — it holds steady when yours feels shaky.
· His life is not temporary — it carries you through every season.
· His life is not diminished by illness — it often shines brighter in it.
d. Abundant life is often discovered in unexpected places
· In the kindness of others
· In the slowing down of life
· In deeper relationships
· In renewed faith
· In moments of clarity about what truly matters
2. Examining the verse
a. Biblical support for “the thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.” Jesus isn’t introducing a new idea in John 10:10. He is summarizing a pattern that runs from Genesis to Revelation:
· Genesis 3 – The thief steals trust and peace in the Fall of man
· The serpent’s first act is to steal trust in God’s goodness.
· He kills innocence.
· He destroys the harmony of creation. This is the first picture of the thief’s work
· Job 1, 2 – The thief steals health and joy
· Satan attacks Job’s body, family, and livelihood.
· His goal is to destroy Job’s faith. This is a direct parallel to the “steal, kill, destroy” pattern
· 1 Peter 5:8 – The thief seeks to devour.
· Peter describes the enemy as a “roaring lion” looking to devour
· Devouring is total destruction – not nibbling at the edges.  It’s an attempt to erase, consume, or undo someone’s life, faith, or hope
· Revelation 12 — The thief wages war against God’s people
· The enemy is described as a dragon seeking to destroy the faithful.
· His goal is always harm, fear, and despair. Across Scripture, the enemy’s fingerprints look the same: stealing peace, killing hope, destroying identity.
b. “I have come that they may have life and Have it to the full”   Jesus’ words are not a slogan. They are a summary of His mission, a contrast with the enemy, and a fulfillment of God’s promises throughout Scripture
· In John chapter 10 Jesus’ teaching about true shepherds versus false shepherds
· The “thief” represents anything or anyone who harms the flock — false teachers, spiritual enemies, destructive forces.
· Jesus identifies Himself as the Good Shepherd, who protects, leads, and gives His life for the sheep.  The contrast is sharp:
· The thief takes - Jesus gives.
· The thief destroys – Jesus restores
· The thief brings fear – Jesus brings life
c. The Greek meaning of life.  The word Jesus uses for “life” is zoē, not bios.
· bios = biological life, physical existence
· zoē = spiritual vitality, God‑breathed life, eternal life, life that begins now and continues forever
· Jesus is not promising: more years, more activity, more productivity
· He is promising: A different kind of life, a deeper life, a life rooted in God’s presence, a life untouched by the thief’s ultimate power.  Jesus is promising a fuller life – not a longer one.
d. The Meaning of “To the Full” (perissos).  The Greek word perissos means: overflowing, adundant, beyond what is necessary or more than expected – that is more than enough.
· It does not mean: material abundance, constant happiness, physical strength
· It is about spiritual abundance, relational richness (with God), inner peace, deep joy
· Jesus is saying: “I came to give you a life that suffering cannot cancel!”
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