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The righteous perish…God is protecting them	6/24/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion every week:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – Isaiah 57:1  NLT “Good people pass away; the godly often die before their time.  But no one seems to care or wonder why.  No one seems to understand that God is protecting them from the evil to come” 
NIV “The righteous perish, and no one ponders it in his heart; devout men are taken away, and no one understands that the righteous are taken away to be spared from evil.”


At the time Isaiah 57 v1 was written, Josiah was the king of Judah.  He was the best king since King David some 336 years earlier.  But Josiah followed two of the worst kings Judah had in the history of the country – Manasseh, and his son Amon.  Manasseh was so evil in the sight of the Lord that the Lord vowed to scatter Judah as He had Israel years before.  Only the faithfulness of Josiah kept it from happening sooner.  But God had to follow through on His promise of punishment, so Josiah was taken in battle after serving Judah and the Lord faithfully for 31 years.  
In verse 57:1Isaiah was predicting the death of Josiah and lamenting the fact that sometimes the good die before their time, but that God allows this to keep them from the evil that is to come.  After Josiah died, his son Jehoahaz, 23 years old, became king.  He reigned only 3 months before Pharaoh Necho of Egypt captured him and instilled his evil brother on the throne.  Within a few  years, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon captured all of Judah and destroyed Jerusalem – fulfilling God’s promise of punishment for the evil ways of the country prior to Josiah.   
Isaiah 57:1 is a prophetic lament:  God sees what people do not.  Where a nation see loss, God sees rescue.

1. Key Themes of Isaiah 57:1 – and how it applies to us today
a. God’s perspective on death of the righteous.  To humans, death feels like abandonment, to God, it can be deliverance.  Psalm 116:15 echoes this: “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His faithful servants.”
b. Isaiah 57:1 reframes death.  As protection, Mercy and a purposeful act of God’s caring nature.
c. The tragedy of the spiritually numb culture.   “No one takes it to heart… no one understands.”
This reveals:
· A society desensitized to righteousness
· A lack of spiritual discernment
· A warning to God’s people not to adopt the same numbness
Does national spiritual numbness and lack of pursuit of righteousness still happen today?  

According to Pew research:  
· 62% of U.S. adults identify as Christian in 2024 – down from 78% in 2007
· Church attendance is in the low 30% - well below historical norms
· Young adults are driving the declines
d. God’s hidden mercy.  “Taken away to be spared from evil.” This may mean:
· Protection from coming judgment
· Protection from future suffering
· Protection from moral corruption
· Protection from a world increasingly hostile to righteousness
· God sometimes removes His people before the storm breaks.
e. The comfort of God’s sovereignty.  This verse invites believers to trust that God sees what we cannot and acts in eternal wisdom.  His love is active with hidden mercies even in loss.

2. Hidden mercy means God shields His children from evils they cannot see. As cancer patients, this should be profoundly comforting.  God may be sparing us from:
· deeper suffering we could not bear
· spiritual dangers we never knew were near
· future evils that would have crushed us
· a world growing increasingly hostile to righteousness
Cancer feels like chaos, but Isaiah 57:1 whispers that God is still acting with purpose, even when His purposes are hidden.

3. Hidden Mercy Does Not Always Mean Physical Deliverance — But It Always Means Spiritual Protection
Some are healed. Some are sustained. Some are carried home. But in every case, God is sparing them from evil:
· from despair
· from being spiritually destroyed
· from being alone
· from dying without hope
· from facing judgment without Christ
· Even when the body weakens, the soul is fiercely guarded.

4. Hidden Mercy Means God Refuses to Waste our Suffering.  Isaiah 57:1 aligns with:
a. Romans 5:3–5 — suffering produces hope
b. Psalm 73:26 — God is the strength of my heart
c. John 10:10 — Christ gives life even in the shadow of death
d. Romans 4:18 — hope against hope

God sees the righteous. He knows their suffering. And when He brings them home, it is not abandonment — it is protection, mercy, and love. What looks like loss on earth may be rescue in heaven’s eyes.
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