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When there was no reason for hope	6/10/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion every week:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – Romans 4:18 NLT “Even when there was no reason for hope, Apraham kept hoping – believing that he would become the father of many nations.  For God had said to him, “that’s how many descendants you will have!” 
19 “And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 100 years of age, he figured his body as good as dead – and so was Sarah’s womb.  20 Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise.  In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory to God.”

The apostle Paul’s recounting of Abraham’s unwavering faith and hope in God culminates in verse 24: “…assuring us that God will also count us as righteous if we believe in Him, the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.”  This is a story of hope against hope – where the way forward seemed impossible.  But the story is also a reminder that our God masters the impossible Abraham’s situation was medically impossible – so was Sarah’s – But his hope was unwavering – based on trust in God’s character.  Abraham’s hope was not in his body – but in God’s promise.  He didn’t deny their physical conditions– but he trusted that God is faithful regardless of the earthly situation.  The true marvel of Abraham’s story is that he did not have the benefit we do of many bible stories (his included) that show us why trust and hope in the Lord is warranted.    
1. Theological Insights for Hope against Hope
a. Hope against Hope begins where human hope ends.  Biblical hope is not built on human capacity, medical likelihood, or visible progress. It is built on God’s character, which does not fluctuate with circumstances.
b. Hope Against Hope Is Trust in God’s Promise, not in a Particular Outcome.  Abraham’s hope was not in how God would fulfill His promise — only that God would.  Our hope rests in the faithfulness of God, not in the predictability of life. It is not “God will do what I want,” but “God will be who He is.”  Our hope is in God’s nearness, goodness, and eternal promise — not in our ability to control the future through actions or deeds.
c. Hope Against Hope Is Honest About Reality.  Biblical hope is not denial, pretending, or forced positivity. It is truth-telling paired with trust.  As cancer patients we can name our fear, pain, and uncertainty without losing hope. God does not require emotional performance.
d. Hope Against Hope Is Formed in Relationship, Not Willpower.  Hope is not self-generated. It is relational, born from walking with God, remembering His faithfulness, and being held by His Spirit. Hope is not something we must manufacture. It is something God cultivates in us, even when we feel weak or numb.
e. Hope Against Hope Is Rooted in Resurrection Logic.  We know that God can bring life out of death, meaning out of suffering, and glory out of ashes. Even when the body weakens, the promise of resurrection remains unshaken. 
f. Hope Against Hope Is a Participation in God’s Faithfulness.  Abraham’s faith was not perfect — he doubted, questioned, and stumbled — yet God counted it as righteousness. Hope is not measured by emotional consistency but by leaning, however weakly, toward God. Even trembling trust is real trust.
As cancer patients and supporters, our hope may flicker, but God’s faithfulness does not. He holds us even when we cannot hold Him.
g. Hope against Hope is eternal.  Abraham’s hope pointed beyond his lifetime to God’s unfolding redemptive plan. Our is not limited to what God does in this life but includes the fullness of His kingdom.  This means their hope is not fragile. It is anchored in a future where: suffering ends, bodies are restored, tears are wiped away, death is defeated

	Biblical Figure / Story
	Scripture Reference
	Situation of Hopelessness
	What “Hope Against Hope” Looked Like
	Why It Matters for Cancer Patients

	Hannah
	1 Samuel 1
	Years of infertility, deep grief, social shame, provocation
	She kept coming to the Lord in tears, trusting His compassion
	God receives tear-filled prayers; hope can be quiet and fragile

	Elijah Praying for Rain
	1 Kings 18:41–45
	Six rounds of “no change,” sky completely empty
	Persistent prayer based on God’s promise, not visible evidence
	Hope can continue even when nothing seems different

	Widow of Zarephath
	1 Kings 17:8–16
	Last meal before expected death, no resources
	She trusted God with her last bit of flour and oil
	God honors small acts of trust offered from exhaustion

	Jehoshaphat
	2 Chronicles 20
	Facing an unbeatable army, no strategy
	“We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on You”
	Hope can be honest: “Lord, I don’t know what to do”

	Job
	Job 13:15; 19:25–27
	Loss of children, health, wealth, emotional support
	Declared, “I know my Redeemer lives,” while still suffering
	Hope can coexist with pain, confusion, and lament

	Psalmists (e.g., Psalm 42; 130)
	Psalms 42; 130
	Tears, despair, waiting, unanswered prayers
	They preached hope to their own souls while still in darkness
	Hope sometimes looks like reminding yourself of truth

	Woman with the Issue of Blood
	Mark 5:25–34
	12 years of worsening illness, isolation, financial ruin
	She reached for Jesus with trembling faith
	Even a small, trembling reach toward Jesus is honored

	Jairus
	Mark 5:35–43
	Daughter pronounced dead, hope “too late”
	Trusted Jesus’ words: “Do not fear; only believe”
	Jesus speaks hope into places that feel final

	The Disciples After the Cross
	Luke 24; John 20
	Messiah dead, dreams shattered, fear and confusion
	Encountered the risen Christ when hope seemed gone
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