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For we brought nothing into this world…	5/20/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion every week:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – 1 Timothy 6:7 NIV “For we brought nothing into this world, and we can take nothing out of it.” 

Paul writes to Timothy in a world obsessed with status, wealth, and achievement. His reminder is simple: You came into the world empty-handed, and you will leave the same way — but God holds you the entire time. Cancer often strips away things people once relied on — health, wealth, energy, independence, plans, even a sense of identity. Paul’s words are not meant to minimize those losses. Instead, they gently remind us that your worth was never rooted in what cancer can take. What is eternal in you is both what counts and what is untouched by illness.

Theological Insights for this verse during our Cancer Journey
1. Your identity is not diminished by illness. Cancer can take health, hair, energy — but it cannot touch the image of God in you nor who we are in Christ
· You remain God’s image-bearer. Illness affects the body, not the imago Dei.
· Your worth is not tied to your strength. God’s love does not rise and fall with your lab results.
· Your identity is rooted in God’s declaration, not your condition. “Beloved,” “chosen,” “redeemed”—these names stay.
· Weakness does not erase dignity. Scripture consistently honors the vulnerable as precious to God.
· God sees the whole you. Not just the patient, but the person—your story, your faith, your courage, your tears.
· His image of us is that of a loving father
· He is much more concerned with our heart-posture than our physical condition
· His view of our life on earth is as a refining fire for how we spend our eternity

2. God does not measure your life by productivity. When Paul says we take nothing with us, he frees us from the myth that our value is tied to what we accomplish.  Cancer often forces people to slow down or stop doing things they once did. Paul’s reminder frees us from the pressure to “perform.”
· God is not keeping score of accomplishments. He delights in presence, not performance.
· Rest is not failure. Sometimes rest is obedience.
· Your value is not in what you can do but in who you belong to.
· Seasons of limitation are not spiritual setbacks. They can be seasons of deep spiritual intimacy.
· You are not “less useful” to God. Prayer, presence, and faithfulness in suffering are powerful ministries.
· The great commission is always available to us regardless of our physical state.  We can plant seeds for the kingdom in our diminished state – even from a hospice bed 
3. Loss does not mean God is absent. In Scripture, God often meets people most tenderly in seasons of stripping away.

· Scripture is full of people who met God in loss:
· Job (book of Job)
· Naomi – (book of Ruth – Mother-In-Law of Ruth
· David – (2 Samuel chapter 12) – David loses his son but finds comfort in God
· God draws near to the brokenhearted.  Loss becomes a place of nearness, not abandonment
· God does not shame grief.  Jesus wept (Jn 11:35) – Grief is holy ground
· Our losses are seen and honored by God.  He keeps every tear
· God’s presence is not proven by outcomes, but by His character.  He is “Emmanuel” – “God with us” in every valley

4. Eternal things become clearer in suffering. Love, presence, faith, hope — these rise to the surface when everything else falls away

· Love rises to the surface.  Relationships become more precious than achievements
· Faith becomes more simple and deeper.  It is not about answers, but about trust
· Hope becomes more real.  Eternity shifts from concept to comfort
· God’s promises feel more solid.  Especially the ones about presence, peace and resurrection.
· Suffering sharpens spiritual vision.  What is eternal becomes more visible; what is temporary becomes less controlling.  
We are all at different stages of our cancer journey.  Some were caught early and cured.  Some are in remission, some are in the thick of the battle.  Regardless of current condition, our spiritual condition can be sharpened by our experience and the refining fire of it a blessing out of the worst of experiences.

5. God Holds what we cannot.  This is the quiet heartbeat of 1 Timothy 6:7

· You don’t have to hold everything together. God is already holding you.
· You can release what is too heavy. God’s hands are large enough for your fears and fragile places.
· God carries your future. Even when you cannot imagine it.
· God carries your loved ones. You are not responsible for everyone’s emotional load.
· God carries your soul. What is eternal in you is safe in Him
1 Timothy is often taken out of context as a negative message about focusing on wealth.  This is partially due to the addition of verse 10 “The love of money is the root of all evil.”  But what Paul is reminding Timothy in chapter 6 is that what really counts in life  is in no way related to money – Our spiritual standing can be fully rich, even when we are materially or physically poor.  Spiritual richness shapes our  closeness to God  and our eternity!
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