Living with Faith & Cancer Bible Study
And the prayer offered in Faith will make the sick person well…	4/8/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – James 5:15 NIV “And the prayer offered in Faith will make the sick person well; The Lord will raise him up.  If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. “
James 5:15 speaks to healing, prayer, and God’s sustaining presence without promising an outcome that Scripture itself doesn’t guarantee. It gives you room to offer hope without pressure, comfort without clichés, and a theology of healing that honors both God’s power and your lived reality.
What Does Healing Mean When Life Hurts?  Cancer patients wrestle with questions like:
· Is God hearing me?
· What does healing look like for me?
· Am I doing something wrong if I’m not getting better?
James 5:15 is often misunderstood as a guarantee of physical healing. But the verse is actually an invitation to trust God’s care, lean into community, and receive His sustaining grace in every form of healing that He gives — physical, emotional, relational, or spiritual.
Understanding the verse 
a. James 5:15 is a “Prayer of faith” — not of performance.  Faith is confidence in God’s character, not in our own strength.    It’s not: “If you believe hard enough, God will heal you.”
It is:  “God responds to His people with compassion, and prayer connects us to His sustaining power.”  It means:
· “God, I trust You because I know who You are.”
· “My hope rests in Your goodness, not in my ability to pray perfectly.”
For a cancer patient, this is liberating.  Prayer of Faith Is Rooted in Relationship, Not Technique
James is not giving a formula. He is describing a relationship dynamic:
· God is compassionate	
· God listens, responds, sustains and heals in many ways.  
· Faith is simply leaning into that relationship.  It removes the crushing fear that “I’m not healed because I didn’t believe enough.”
b. “Will make the sick person well” — means more than physical healing.  The word “save” (Greek sōzō) can mean:  Rescue, restore, make whole or sustain.  
For someone battling illness, this can include:
· Relief from fear, strength for treatment, peace in uncertainty
· reconciliation in relationships
· deepened closeness with God
God Heals Some Now to Strengthen the Faith of the Many.  When God heals:
· it encourages the church
· it displays His compassion
· it reminds us of the coming Kingdom (when everyone is healed and  sin and disease are no more
· it strengthens hope
But if God healed everyone:
· faith would become sight (2 Cor5:7) – our relationship with God, built on faith and trust, would be impacted as we fell away from Him relationally.
· the longing for heaven would diminish
· suffering would lose its refining power
· the world would no longer be fallen
· A theologian would say:  “God heals selectively to reveal His power while still preserving the purpose of faith in a broken world.”
We may not like or understand it, but God heals some and not others because His purposes in each life are different.  Healing is a gift of His compassion, not a measure of His love.  Our faith does not guarantee a specific outcome, but it anchors us in God’s goodness.  Some are healed now as a sign of the coming Kingdom; all who belong to Christ will be healed fully in the resurrection.  We are never abandoned but need to remember that God’s desire is for us to focus on each day – not the past or the future!
c. “The Lord will raise them up” — God lifts, carries, strengthens.  This phrase echoes resurrection language.  It’s about God lifting us from despair, upholding us, and giving us endurance to make it through the hour or day  - especially when the body is weak and our minds need help.  Next week’s focus

D. Forgiveness of Sins – We will discuss both C and D at next week’s meeting as a continuation of James 5:15
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