Living with Faith & Cancer Bible Study
Whatever you ask for in prayer…				3/4/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – Mark 11:24  NIV “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” 
Mark 11:24 is about trusting God’s power, aligning with His purposes, and praying from a heart anchored in His character.
Question: What does “whatever you ask for in prayer” mean to you?
Putting the verse in context:  Jesus and the disciples were headed into Jerusalem to the temple.  The day before, Jesus had his triumphant entry into the city on the colt of a donkey (as prophesied).  As God incarnate, Jesus knew what the new day would bring – he stopped at a fig tree on the way in but there was no fruit so Jesus said “may no one ever eat from you again.” When they reached the temple, Jesus dramatically cleared it of traders and money changers making enemies of many.  The next morning as they headed back into the city, the disciples noticed the fig tree withered and Jesus told them:
 “22Have faith in God.   23” I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, Go, throw yourself into the sea, and does not doubt in his heart but believes what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 24Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  25And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” 
 The key components:
· “Whatever you ask in prayer”
· Assumes a lifetime of faithful prayer – not an occasional request
· “Whatever” is broad – we can ask for anything AS LONG as it is aligned with God’s will and character and/or furthers the kingdom.  
· …”Believe that you have received it…”
· The Greek perfect tense (“have received”)_ implies confidence in God’s faithfulness, not presumption – 
· Faith is trust in God, not trust in the outcome you prefer
· Now He shifts to the reality that abiding in Him puts believers at odds with the world.
· “… and it will be yours.” 
· A promise of God’s responsiveness
· Not a blank check for us to cash.  Scripture dictates:
· John 15:7 – abiding in Christ shapes our desires
· 1 John 5:14 – prayer aligned with God’s will
· James 4:3 – wrong motives hinder prayer
Four themes of Mark 11:24
1. Faith as dependence on God – not a demand of Him
i. Faith is not forcing God’s hand – it is resting in his character
ii. Resting in God’s character means that the foundation of prayer is confidence in God Himself—His goodness, His power, His wisdom, His timing, and His purposes. Our assurance comes from God’s nature, not from the intensity of their own belief
2. Prayer as participation in God’s will
i. Jesus modeled this in the garden of Gethsemane: “Not my will by yours be done”
ii. If our prayers are centered on our wants instead of God’s will…
3. The heart posture matters
i. Verse 25 shows us that forgiveness is critical to alignment with God and unalignment will keep our prayers from being answered.
ii.  Prayer flows from a heart aligned with God’s character, and God’s character is marked by mercy, patience, and forgiveness. When we refuse to forgive, we are
· contradicting the very nature of the God we are approaching
· holding onto a posture that blocks intimacy with Him
· asking God for grace while withholding grace from others
4. God’s sovereignty and human faith work together
i. God invites bold prayer, but he remains Lord over outcomes
ii. We need to pray with faith, which includes:
· Root our requests in alignment with scripture
· Pray specifically but surrender outcomes to God
· Ask with expectancy – not entitlement
Faith is not forcing God’s hand - Forcing God’s hand assumes that if we believe hard enough, say the right words, or muster enough spiritual intensity, God is obligated to act. This view:
· treats prayer like a transaction rather than communion
· shifts the focus from God’s will to our will
· makes faith a technique instead of trust
· turns disappointment into spiritual guilt (“I must not have believed enough”)
This is the opposite of biblical faith. Scripture consistently shows that God cannot be manipulated by human effort, emotion, or formulas. Faith is not leverage; it is surrender
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