Living with Faith & Cancer Bible Study
…Be courageous…The Lord your God is with you…		3/18/2026
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – Joshua 1:9 NLT “This is my command – be strong and courageous!  Do not be afraid or discouraged.  For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 
Joshua 1:9 was a quote from God speaking directly to the new leader of Israel during a time of transition for the country.  But it also speaks with unusual clarity to the anxieties and instability of a cancer battle, and the cultural pressures people feel today. The discussion around this verse will examine what God meant then, what it means for believers now, and how people can actually live it out in a fearful world.
The heart of the passage - The core idea is that courage is not a personality trait—it’s a response to God’s presence. Joshua wasn’t told to feel brave; he was told to act in confidence because God Himself was going with him.
1. Setting the biblical context
Joshua 1:9 sits at a turning point in Israel’s story. Here is the context for the verse:
· Moses, Israel’s great leader, has died.
· Joshua is stepping into a role he never asked for.
· The people are about to enter hostile territory.
· God’s promise is certain, but the path is intimidating.
· Joshua’s courage is tied to obedience, not self-confidence.
So Joshua 1:9 is NOT a motivational slogan, but a covenant promise from God: “I will be with you” at a time when Joshua’s world—though different—was also full of transition, responsibility, and fear.
Q:	Does your walk with cancer in any way mimic the uncertainty of the new world that Joshua and the Israelites were entering?  
Q:	Do you think that what God was saying to Joshua was meant only as a message to him?
2. Breaking down the text of Joshua 1:9
· “Have I not commanded you?” – Christian courage is rooted in obedience, not emotion.
· Courage is a moral response, not a personality trait.  God commands it because it is the right response to His presence and promises.
· Courage is tied to obedience, not temperament.  Joshua’s task—leading Israel into the land—required trustful action even when fear was present.
· Courage is possible even when fear is felt.  If courage required the absence of fear, God could not command it.
· Q:  Is there an area of your walk with cancer where you know what God wants, but fear makes obedience difficult?
· “Be strong and courageous.” -Strength is a choice to trust God’s character.  But this is hard because fear feels more real than faith, and self‑reliance feels more natural than surrender. Joshua 1:9 exposes this tension: God commands courage, yet our hearts instinctively reach for control, certainty, and emotional reassurance.  People are conditioned to trust what they can see, measure, or manage. Depending on God requires:
· Releasing control
· Accepting limits
· Trusting an unseen God
· Obeying before outcomes are visible
· “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” - Fear and discouragement are natural, but they don’t have to rule. Most people assume courage means feeling bold, calm, or fearless. Biblically, courage means obeying God while afraid. Emotional expectation becomes a barrier:
· “I don’t feel brave, so I must not be courageous.”
· “If God were really with me, I wouldn’t feel this anxious.”
· “I’ll obey once I feel more confident.”
But Scripture shows the opposite: obedience produces courage, not the other way around.
· “For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” - God’s presence is the foundation of courage.
· God with Moses (Exodus 3:12)
· God with David (Psalm 23)
· God with the exiles (Isaiah 41:10)
· God with the disciples (Matthew 28:20)
· God with the church through the Spirit (John 14:16–17)
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