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If the world hates you…				2/25/2026
I. Opening Prayer
Three Key messages that guide our thoughts and discussion:
· A love that God through Jesus Christ has for us and the desire to spend eternity with us (Rom 8:38-39)  “Salvation is free to us, but it cost Jesus Christ his life!”
· The resurrection of the body that is to come far surpasses any trial, tribulation, pain, anxiety, fear, doubt, depression, anger, or loneliness we face. 
· Our mission continues.  “Go forth and make disciples of all nations… the hope that through our Faith; God can use us the same way in our diminished state.
Anchor Verse – John 15:18 NIV “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.” 
John 15:18 speaks honestly about the cost of discipleship while anchoring us in Christ’s own experience.
Question: “When have you felt out of place or misunderstood because of your faith?”
Jesus doesn’t hide the reality that following Him creates tension with the world. But He frames that tension in a way that gives us perspective, courage, and identity.
· Jesus is speaking during the Last Supper — giving intimate, final instructions.
· He has just taught about abiding in Him (John 15:1–17).
· Now He shifts to the reality that abiding in Him puts believers at odds with the world.
· “World” here refers to the system of values opposed to God, not individual people.
· Jesus is preparing His disciples for persecution, rejection, and misunderstanding. He is preparing them for His departure
· Jesus also goes on to promise the Holy Spirit as a guide and helper
This helps the group see that the verse isn’t meant to discourage — it is meant to prepare and strengthen.
1.  . Key Greek Terms and Their Significance
“If the world hates you…”        In Greek: ἐὰν ὁ κόσμος ὑμᾶς μισεῖ
· ἐὰν (“if”) implies certainty, not possibility.
· κόσμος (“world”) in John refers to the fallen, God‑rejecting order, not humanity in general.
· μισεῖ (“hates”) means more than emotional dislike — it implies active rejection, hostility, or opposition.
“…know that it has hated me before it hated you.”
Greek: γινώσκετε ὅτι ἐμὲ πρῶτον ὑμῶν μεμίσηκεν
· πρῶτον (“first”) means in precedence and priority.
· Jesus is not only the first target of the world’s hatred — He is the reason for it.
· μεμίσηκεν is perfect tense: the world’s hatred of Jesus is ongoing, not past.
The world’s hostility toward believers is a continuation of its hostility toward Christ Himself.  It started in the Old Testament…
· Psalm 69:4 — “Those who hate me without cause…”  Jesus quotes this in John 15:25.
· Isaiah’s Suffering Servant is rejected for righteousness. 
And continued (was fulfilled) in the New Testament
· Matthew 10:22 — “You will be hated by everyone because of me.”
· 1 John 3:13 — “Do not be surprised… if the world hates you.”
· 2 Timothy 3:12 — “Everyone who wants to live a godly life… will be persecuted.”
Rejection is not a sign of failure — it’s a sign of belonging to Jesus.  Jesus is saying: “Don’t be surprised. You’re walking the same path I walked.”
2. The world’s hostility is rooted in its rejection of God, not in personal dislike of us.  This keeps us from taking things too personally or responding with resentment.
3. Our response matters.
We’re called to:
· Love our enemies
· Bless those who curse us
· Stand firm without being harsh
· Live with courage, not compromise
4. Abiding in Christ gives us the strength to endure. The hatred of the world is real, but so is the presence of Christ.
Paul echoes this: “For to you it has been granted… to suffer for His sake.” (Phil. 1:29)
Suffering is not a failure of discipleship — it is a mark of discipleship.
4. Revelation and Accountability  In John 15:22–24, Jesus explains why the world hates Him:
· His coming exposed sin
· His words revealed truth
· His works revealed God
The world’s hatred is rooted in moral accountability. People do not reject Christ because He is unclear — but because He is too clear.
Opposition confirms our belonging to Christ.
Our lasting Hope - Jesus has already overcome the world (John 16:33).
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